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On The Australian Crusades 
By The Rev. Leighton Ford 


LUNCH WILL BE SERVED TO ALL WHO ATTEND 
Let us know if we may make overnight reservations for you 





9 da vuozsuTYySeM 
UOTSTATG SUOTSSSD0yH JeTYg 
OXY SSerZu0g Jo ALeIgTT 








THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor 
Rev. Wade C. Smith, Associate Editor 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 
Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 
Dr. Gordon H. Clark 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 
Rev. B. Hoyt Evans 

Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 
Col. Roy LeCraw 

Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. 

Dr. J. Park McCallie 

Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. 


es ANS Tee Weaverville, N. C. 
caieiumiiandeaiceineaasaall Asheville, N. C. 


ee a eS Weaverville, N. C. 


Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. George Scotchmer 

Rev. Robert Strong, S.T.D. 

Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 
Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 











LETTERS 


THE EDITOR 











MORE ON ADVENTURES IN 
LONG-RANGE REPORTING 


Sirs: 


I am much interested in your edi- 
torial in June 17th issue. May I 
have permission to reprint this edi- 
torial with full credit line given you. 
This release will be reprinted in 
one of our publications and includ- 
ed in the National Defense mailing. 

Mrs. Wilson K. Barnes 
National Chairman 
Daughters of the 
American Revolution 





Sir: 


This article is not only alarming 
but what is even more alarming is 
that our people refuse to heed. 

Edwin H. Halter 
Tuckahoe, N. Y. 





“ECCLESIASTICAL OCTOPUS” 
Sir: 


Your “ecclesiastical octopus’ as 
quoted by John Temple Graves is a 
classic . . . Please send me copy of 
this issue and bill me.” 

Frederick H. MzDonald 
Charleston, S. C. 





PREPAYMENT 
Sir: 

Bills worry me a lot. So in order 
to do without a bill from you for 
the next 16 2/3 years I am enclosing 
check for $50. 

Steve White 
Mebane, N. C. 


Recommend 


The Journal 


To Friends 





Open Letter 


Concerning Freedom of The Pulpit 
and Ministers 


The Synod of Missouri, U. S. 

In 127th Annual Session, June 22- 
24, 1959 

St, Charles, Missouri 


To our Brothers in Christ in other 
Synods; and to our own constituent 
Presbyteries and churches. 


Greetings: 


We have become acutely conscious 
of trends and events which are mani- 
festing themselves concerning min- 
isters and their ministry in our 
church. 


We would respectfully express our 
concern to the church at large. As 
we sincerely hope others will take 
a firm and Christian stand in these 
matters, we pledge ourselves to 
search the mind of Christ in such 
matters arising in our own Synod, 
and to give all encouragement to our 
constituent courts and ministers to 
act in accordance with Christ’s lead- 
ing and the polity of the church. 


We are concerned that the pro- 
nouncements of our church courts 
on the social issues confronting us, 
and the philosophy of the church con- 
cerning the ministry of preaching, 
often become meaningless at the lo- 
cal and Presbytery level. We call 
attention to the number of ministers 
who have been separated from their 
pulpits, by one means or another, 
because they have expressed a con- 
scientious witness on social issues 
confronting the church, issues upon 
which the courts of our church have 
made similar pronouncements. 


We recognize that such cases usu- 
ally become complicated by other is- 
sues and that the true issues usually 
become clouded. However, in most 
such cases common knowledge has 
been that the heart of the problem 
lay in the minister daring to speak 
what he believed was God’s truth and 
will, and interpretation of that truth 
and will which is in harmony with 
the church’s declared understand- 
ing of the teaching of the New Testa- 
ment, rather than speak in terms of 
those who would insist that the 
church and its ministry express the 
current mood of the congregation. 


We are even more deeply con- 
cerned with the tendency of Presby- 
teries to be indifferent to the trials 
and predicaments of ministers in 
their constituent churches who are 
under pressure from special groups. 
These groups, either within the body 
of the church or outside of it would 
have the church “wear their collar” 
rather than follow the leading of the 
Lord. Our concern goes even deeper 
when Presbyteries do become in- 
volved, more often than not, adopt 
a course of expediency rather than 
one which clearly recognizes the 
truth, the right and the honor of the 
church. 


When this condition prevails, a 
minister confronted with a decision 
regarding his personal stand and 
preaching on controversial issues 
that are involving the morals of our 
society and witness of our church 
must choose either the way of fear 
rather than jeopardize his tenure, or 
choose the way of personal marytr- 
dom because he can so seldom count 
upon the support of the courts of 
his church. 


We are also concerned with what 
appears to be the widely prevailing 
opinion that a minister is subject to 
the authority of his congregation or 
Session in the exercise of his min- 
istry. It is true that he is and must 
be the ministering servant in the 
congregation as he serves them as 
pastor, and that he is the first among 
equals as moderator of the Session. 
But it should be recognized that a 
minister is responsible for his min- 
istry only to his Lord and to his 
Presbytery and the higher courts of 
his church. 


We sincerely believe that as a min- 
ister fulfills his obligation to reflect 
the mind of Christ as interpreted by 
his denomination, that denomination 
must honor its own polity and hold 
up the hands of the ministers who 
would be its voice. 


Recommendation: That the above 
be adopted as the mind and polity 
of the Synod of Missouri, U. S.; and 
that it be sent to the several synods 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States; to the Presbyteries 
of the Synod of Missouri; that it be 
sent to church press and to the public 
press. 
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‘EDITORIAL 







No Higher Than The Source 


Any study of the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit should be an awe-inspiring experience, for in 
Him are mysteries so deep and glories so great that 
the mind is staggered and the soul stands naked 
in the presence of the living God. 


In the Old Testament we see the sovereign will 
and grace of God manifest in the working of the 
Spirit in and through men of His choosing. 


In the incarnation we are confronted with a work 
of the Holy Spirit before which we can but bow in 
wonder and praise: “And the angel answered and 
said unto her (Mary), The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 

Luke 1:35) 


At Pentecost, ignorant, unlearned and fearful men 
were changed into flaming evangels, going out to 
preach the risen Christ with a boldness and power 
nothing could stop but death itself; and, the torch 
dropped by martyrs was taken up by others who had 
themselves been filled with that same Spirit. 


For nearly two thousand years it has been the Holy 
Spirit Who has testified of the things of Christ to 
men. It is He who has convicted sinners and led 
them to faith in the Son of God, the Redeemer of 
the world. By His blessed presence and power the 
Gospel is received and men are converted. 


If these things be true — and they are, and we 
who are Christians acknowledge their validity — why, 
oh why do we so constantly go out to do the Lord’s 
work without reference to or conscious dependence 
upon the Holy Spirit? We cannot justify the excuse 
of the Ephesian Christians, given to Paul, “We have 
not so much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghost.” 


Without the Holy Spirit preaching is vain; pro- 
grams are useless; organizations become futile. With- 
out the presence and power of the Holy Spirit the 
fruits of human endeavor reach no higher than hu- 
manism itself. 


We believe it is high time that we search our own 
souls and see how much time and labor we spend 
in the Lord’s work without reference to the third 
person of the Trinity. We all are prone to think up 
a brilliant plan and then cock a finger in the Lord’s 
direction and invite Him to come along for the ride. 
We say this reverently and not in jest. Much so- 
called Christian work is nothing more than human 
activity without either divine sanction or power — 


all because we have sought to lead God rather than 
to be led of Him. 


In all history no men have been more favored than 
were those companions of our Lord who spent three 
glorious years in His daily presence. They ate with 
Him, slept with Him, heard Him teach and preach, 
saw Him perform marvellous miracles, had Him ex- 
plain the Scriptures to them, saw Him die on the 
Cross and then experienced the unspeakable thrill 
of seeing Him alive again. 


Surely these men were prepared to go out and 
preach the Gospel! But, not yet. Our Lord command- 
ed them, to stay in Jerusalem and to “wait for the 
promise of the Father’, which, saith he, “ye have 
heard of me’. And then he went on to explain: 
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto 
Wee . « 


Tarrying at Jerusalem is not easy. It is much more 
thrilling to get a great plan into operation; to pre- 
pare a fool-proof program; to take advantage of 
the multiplied techniques and facilities of our day 
and proceed from there. 


But the voice of God still speaks to our hearts: 
“Wait”; “Depart not” ... “Ye shall receive power 
(after and only after) the Holy Ghost is come upon 
you.” 


Why are we so loath to heed this injunction? Why 
(lo we think that we are capable of doing God’s work 
in any other way? Why do we so often, at best, pay 
no more than lip-service to the fact that we must 
have the blessing and power of the Holy Spirit or our 
work is futile? 

The prophet Zechariah lived in an age which knew 
nothing of the power of Rome or Greece. 
Five centuries would elapse before the Messiah 
would come. Nearly twenty-five centuries would pass 
before the age of the atom and of man’s adventuring 
into space. But God spoke to Zechariah and through 
him to men of every generation. He told them a 
greater secret than the discoveries of all scientists com- 
bined: “This is the word of the Lord unto Zerub- 
babal, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” 


In our personal lives; in the corporate life of the 
Church; in the outreach of the Christian -witness 
across the world and across the ages it is only by the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit that success, 
as God terms success, can possibly come. 


The height of human endeavor will never reach 
above man himself, until and uniess it is directed 
and empowered by the Spirit of the Living God. But 
when it is it reaches on into eternity itself. 

—L. N. B. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by the Southern Presbyterian 


Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Second-Class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. C. Vol. XVIII, No. 11, July 15, 1959. Editorial and Business Offices: 


Weaverville, N. C. 


Appress CHANGE: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 


three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 
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Do We Worship The Bible? 


A reader of this page chides the writer for wor- 
shipping the Bible. Frequently we have heard indi- 
viduals disparagingly spoken of as “‘bibliolaters.” 


In the many years that I have lived and worked 
with Christians, I have yet to see such an individual. 
That such may exist is certainly possible. That they 
constitute, any appreciable number of persons, how- 
ever, I am certain is untrue. 


There are, on the other hand, millions in our own 
generation as well as those of the past, who re- 
spect the Bible for good reason. These men 
and women trust the written Word because it has 
been pragmatically justified. Wherever it can be 
tested it has proved itself in experience to be what 
Christ and the apostles represent it to be, namely, the 
Word of God. Neither respect nor trust can in any 
sense be confused with worship. 


To trust the Bible is not to worship it. In respect- 
ing the Scriptures we do not ascribe homage to its 


pages. 


How can it be said then that those who have this 
regard for the written Word worship it? In part the 
reason is it is not held with corresponding trust or 
respect by others. 


Part of the difficulty of those who may appear to 
follow the Bible blindly is due to a lack of objectivity 
on their part. This in turn can lead to an inflexibil- 
ity which is no credit to anyone. That this may also 
hold for many who question parts of the Bible is 
equally true. 


There are portions in the Scriptures which were 
vigorously questioned in past generations because of 
seeming contradictions, but which are now accepted 


because archaeological discoveries have proven them 
true. 


On the other hand a rigid literalism has often led to 
unwarranted dogmatic assumptions which fall as the 
rug is pulled from under them in the face of more 
accurate scholarship. Often a preacher has had to 
revise a sermon on some favored text when more 
careful research proved that its meaning was different 
from what he had thought. 


By some strange legerdemain of reasoning, some 
who inveigh most against bibliolatry are the very 
ones that exhibit in their churches an open Bible 
flanked by burning candles! 


What then is the attitude of those who turn to the 
Holy Scriptures with confidence and honestly believe 
them to be the “only infallible rule of faith and 
practice?” What about those who have tested the 
Word and found it true? 


There are two questions involved here: one of 
inspiration and the other revelation. We believe that 
all Scripture is inspired of God, but not everything 
contained therein is equally important or relevant 
for daily living. We believe that in God’s Word we 
have revelations of truth that come through the Holy 
Spirit, truths which man could never have discovered 
for himself unless the Holy Spirit had imparted them 


to those willing to receive. Furthermore, we believe 
these revelations of truth to be God-breathed and 
accurate regardless of whether men believe and ac- 
cept them or not. 


In other words, the authority of Scripture is in no 
way jeopardized by man’s acceptance or rejection of 
its contents; it is man who stands in judgment be- 
fore the Book, not the Book which stands in judg- 
ment before man. 


At the same time, the message of the Bible becomes 
operative in the hearts and lives of men as the Holy 
Spirit takes the written Word and applies it to the 
individual. It is perfectly accurate to say that the 
Bible becomes relevant to a person only as he ac- 
cepts and acts on it; however, it is true that this 
relevance is there at all times, and man rejects it 
only at infinite loss to himself. 


One of our greatest hindrances to an accurate 
and fruitful attitude to the Bible is reading books 
about the Bible rather than the Bible itself. There 
are thousands of men in the pulpits and in pews today 
who are thoroughly conversant with the opinions of 
other men about the Bible but dangerously ignorant 
of the Bible itself. Many of these show an almost 
pathological fear of letting the Bible speak for itself. 
To follow the example of the Berean Christians in 
examining the Scriptures is to these opponents of 
the Word anathema. To Paul it was an “honorable” 
procedure. 


Again, to say that only those parts of Scripture 
which speak to the individual heart are, for that 
person, inspired is to transfer the basis of authority 


from the Bible to subjective intellectual or emotional 
reactions. 


On what ground, therefore, do we Christians ex- 
hibit such confidence toward the Word of God? 


This can be answered in one sentence: We have 
tested it and found that it is in fact what it claims 
to be, a Book inspired by God. In it we have found 
an unfailing source of comfort, hope, assurance, wis- 
dom, warning, admonition, guidance, and truth. 


Even on a cold scientific basis the Bible stands 
the test. Let it speak for itself and we find it true. 
Let it speak to our hearts and we hear God speaking. 


We have found that the God of the Bible is our 
own God and loving heavenly Father. We have 
found the Christ of the Scriptures to be God’s Son 
and our own Saviour and Lord. We have found the 
Holy Spirit, whose loving ministrations are revealed 
in both Old and New Testaments, to be the com- 


forter of our hearts and the illuminator of our own 
spirits. 


In answer to the smug assertion of some that “we 
worship God, not the Bible,” or “we trust Christ, not 
a book,” we reply with hearty “amen.” Of course 
it is God whom we worship. Of course it is Christ 
in whom we put our trust for salvation. And the 
God we worship, the Christ we believe, and the Holy 
Spirit who makes our faith possible is the triune God 
revealed to us in the Scriptures and known experi- 
mentally by faith. 
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In expressing faith in the written Word, we know 
by experience that it is true. In matters of faith, 
doctrine, and practice it speaks of and for God. In 
the realm of daily living it shows us the way to make 
our Christian faith effective and relevant. Its prom- 
ises have reached across the centuries and apply to 
our own needs, Its warnings to men of old are found 
to apply to these days as well. 


When the Bible becomes a daily source of spiritual 
food and drink, when its story is woven into the 
warp and woof of our minds and hearts, we find that 
God gives us those answers without which no man can 
live aright. 


With the Bible as our guide, we get the proper 
perspective between this life and the next, a right 
evaluation of the things which are temporary and 
those that are eternal, and an unshakable philosophy 
for living and a confidence which satisfies the ques- 
tion of this life and the life beyond the grave. 


No, we do not worship the Bible. But we honor 
and trust it as a precious revelation of God’s eternal 
truth; and in our doing this, we have found it never 
to fail. 

—L. N. B. 


(Reprinted from Christianity Today) 





Crime and Punishment 


Charles Starkweather, of Lincoln Nebraska, who 
killed eleven men, women and children in a wild 
orgy last year, was put to death on June 25, after 
four postponements in the date of his execution. 


Liberal religionists already have snatched up the 
story of this young man to support their case against 
capital punishment. Somehow, the fact that Stark- 
weather was forced to undergo mental anguish of 
several last-minute reprieves constitutes an argument 
(in their opinion) against the execution of a criminal. 
Somehow it is deemed more humane to punish a 
person for wholesale crimes against society by con- 
fining him in a steel cell for the balance of his natural 
life, than by ridding society of him altogether. 


The movement against capital punishment is most- 
ly another symptom of the spiritual degeneration of 
our civilization. It is psychologically akin to the at- 
titude of those pacifists from the Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation who lately tried to stop the construction of 
a rocket-launching site in the Midwest. It is the 
same thinking which prompted the repeated efforts 
to stop the nuclear tests in the Pacific by “passive re- 
sistance.” Some liberal religionists have lately advo- 
cated unconditional surrender to any aggressor as a 
more desirable alternative in the name of Christianity 
to resistance by force of arms. In like vein, this op- 
position to capital punishment really means that 
some people believe such criminals as Starkweather 
should be forgiven and released. 


Behind such muddled thinking lies liberal re- 
ligion’s inability to understand the depravity of hu- 
man nature taught by Christianity. It believes that 
men are bad only when they have not had an oppor- 


PAGE 5 / THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 15, 1959 





tunity to be good. Its theology is to blame for its 
ethics, about as follows: 


First, there is no final punishment due men in 
time or in eternity, according to liberal religion. The 
forgiving love of God finally will rehabilitate all men. 
(Remember the hue and cry against the doctrines of 
reprobation and of eternal punishment recently 
raised in our Church?) 


That is, the final destiny of every man is bliss, not 
destruction. All punishment, therefore, must be 
viewed corrective and not destructive. 


So, the concept of “punishment” as a “penalty” be- 
vond “correction” is barbaric and therefore outmoded. 


Now, because the work of God in eternity is better 
denominated “rehabilitation” than “punishment,” 
man’s dealings wih his fellow man should be for “re- 
habilitation” instead of “punishment.” 


No man is beyond hope, if (since) all shall be 
saved. The social counterpart of this theology is that 
criminals should be “corrected,” the goal for all be- 
ing their ultimate restoration to society. 


No punishmen which is so final as to exclude the 
possibility of later restoration is morally just or 
“Christian.” (How can men think of any punish- 
ment in this life as “final” when they cannot think 
of any punishment in the future life as “final?’’) 


Finally, no prospect of punishment, as such, deters 
any criminal. Therefore, criminals must be ap- 
proached in some other way, better calculated to deter 
—and to rehabilitate, once their crimes have been com- 
mitted — than by any punishment which leaves no 
room for future repentance. 

Thus reasons the liberal religicnist. It is hardly 
necessary to say that the Bible does not view things 
the above way. In the parables of the Net, the Sower, 
the Vinevard and others. the Devil’s own are marked 
for punishment, not rehabilitation. So with crim- 
inals. Some may be rehabilitated, yes. But society 
is better off rid of others. 


The argument most frequently used by opponents 
of capital punishment is that such punishment rarely, 
if ever, deters the criminal. Records show that as 
many murders occur in areas which practice capital 
punishment as in areas which do not. But is the fact 
that people are going to get murdered regardless any 
reason to obstruct justice? Records also show that 
speed limits on the highway seldom deter speeders. 
But surely no one advocates the elimination of speed 
laws simply because they are not obeyed. 


Or do they? 
—G. A. T. 
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Lest We Forget (IV) 


After the Earl of Bezieres had died, the papal 
legate called the bishops and nobles together and 
suggested that, while he should accompany the army, 
a professional military man should be put in charge 
of the actual operations. Simon of Montfort, a noble 
of high rank, and experienced general, but a very 
wicked and cruel man, was chosen to lead the Pope’s 
army. 


He began by leaving a garrison in Carcasson and 
marched the main army against the city of Mont- 
pelier. The Albigenses there knew that they could 
expect no mercy from this man, so they defended 
their place with desperate courage and repulsed Si- 
mon. Simon then wrote to all the princes of Europe 
for help and said he could make no headway against 
these heretics without a much larger army. 


When reinforcements came, he was able to capture 
the castle of Beron. All the defenders had their eyes 
put out and their noses cut off and were left to perish. 
Simon next moved against the castle of Menerbe, 
which on account of a lack of water had to yield to 
him. The governor of the castle was put in prison, 
where he died; the wife of the governor, his sister, 
daughter, and more than a hundred others were 
burned alive. Simon was able to capture other castles 
also, and their garrisons were butchered in the same 
manner. 


Simon and the papal legate next proceeded against 
Toulouse and its Earl, who had previously helped 
the Waldensians. In spite of the size of the besieging 
army, the Earl tried to repulse it with attacks from 
the gates of the castle. The first time he was beaten 
back: On the second attempt he took Simon’s son 
prisoner. The third time he unhorsed Simon himself. 
After further battles the Earl forced the Pope’s army 
to withdraw. As they retreated they caught and 
murdered all the defenseless Albigenses they could 
find. 


Acting vigorously the Earl of Toulouse made al- 
liances with the King of Arragon and the Earls of 
Foix and Comminges. Simon was alarmed at this 
combination and again sent throughout Europe for 
reinforcements. 


When the Albigensian army was ready, the King 
of Arragon led it against the fortified town of Murat. 
Unfortunately the King of Arragon maintained poor 
discipline, and at night while the King was feasting 
with his officers, Simon, who had come by forced 
marches, surprised him, killed him, and routed his 
army. Simon insolently called upon the Earle to 
surrender, but they shut themselves up in their 
castles and prepared for the coming attack. 


Simon first attacked the city of Toulouse. Its Earl 
had gone to Montalban and sent word that the city 
should seek the best terms from Simon because it 
could not resist a siege. The citizens of Toulouse ac- 
cepted this advice and offered to surrender, if Simon 
would spare their lives and property. In order ap- 
parently to keep in favor with the royal court, Simon 
agreed to these terms, for he wrote to Prince Louis, 
son of Philip, King of France, telling him that he 
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would like him to receive the surrender of Toulouse. 
This mightily pleased the prince, who came and re- 
ceived the city. 


The Pope’s legate, however, was as mightily dis- 
pleased, and insisted that although the place itself 
should come under the rule of the prince, the plunder 
belonged to his “holy pilgrims” 
soldiers. Further, the people were heretics and ought 
to be destroyed. The prince tried to uphold the 
terms of the surrender; but the legate insisted and 
Simon, and perhaps the prince too, unwilling to 
anger the legate, gave in to him. The city was then 
plundered and the “holy pilgrims” killed a great 
many of the inhabitants. 





Simon now undertook the siege of the castle of 
Foix, some miles south of Toulouse. For ten days 
he attempted to take the castle but was held at bay. 
Hearing that another army was coming against him 
from Arragon, Simon raised the siege to meet this 
new threat. At this the Earl of Foix sallied out and 
caught Simon between himself and the Arragon 
army. Simon was totally defeated, and made his 
escape to Carcasson. 


About this time the Pope convened a council in 
the Lateran palace. Seventy-one archbishops, 412 
bishops, 800 abbots, besides ambassadors from the 
courts of Europe were present. This council asserted 
the doctrine of transubstantiation—the theory that the 
bread and wine become the actual body and blood of 
Christ. It seems that this council was the first to use 
the term transubstantiation. The council condemned 
all people who refused to accept this theory. Of- 
fenders were to be shown no mercy, and after a trial 
by the Church, they were to be handed to the secular 
government for execution. Not only the heretics 
themselves, but all who helped them were to be 
similarly treated. The measures used against the 
Albigenses were approved and Simon was given au- 
thority to raise another army and to continue the 
war. 


No sooner had he collected an army than he heard 
that the Albigenses had besieged the city of Narbonne, 
where his wife was residing. He marched immediately 
to Narbonne and rescued his wife. In the meantime, 
however, the Albigenses were able to recapture Tou- 
louse, against which Simon now directed his efforts. 


At Toulouse Simon suffered another defeat. 
Though discouraged, under the legate’s urging, Si- 
mon tried again. But once more he was driven back. 
To make things worse, the Earl of Foix appeared 
with a body of troops and before Simon could re- 
group his forces, the Earl put Simon’s troops to rout. 
Simon himself had to swim the Garonne to save his 


life. 


The papal legate continued to urge Simon to at- 
tack again. After three years he raised another army 
and besieged Toulouse for nine months. In one of 
the sorties from the walls, the Albigenses wounded 
Simon's horse. In pain the animal ran blindly and 
carried Simon directly under the battlement walls. A 
crossbowman, taking advantage of this opportunity, 
shot him through the thigh. Still carried on by his 
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horse, he met his death, like Israel’s ancient enemy 
Sisera, by the hand of a woman. For the wife of one 
of the soldiers, seeing Simon just beneath her, took 
up a stone and dropped it. It hit his head and he 
fell to the ground. 


The legate still intent on exterminating the her- 
etics persuaded the King of France to send his son 
against Toulouse. The besiegers were again driven 
back with a great loss. To comfort themselves, they 
attacked the nearby town of Mirimande and mas- 
sacred about 5000 men, women, and children. 


But time had been passing, and now the legate was 
old and sick. He requested the Pope to appoint an- 
other legate in his place. This was done, and the 
new legate persuaded the King of France to attack 
in person. When the Albigenses learned of the new 
preparations, they sent their women and children in- 
to hiding, in the mountains; they destroyed the crops 
on the farms around, and drove the cattle away, so 
that the King’s troops would not be able to find 
food. 


It turned out as the Albigenses had planned, and 
even the King himself fell ill and died before the 
siege was ended. But the siege continued nonetheless. 
In one of the sallies, which had on previous occasions 
been so successful, the Earl of Toulouse was captured. 
Without their leader the people of the city were 
forced to yield. The catholic soldiers poured into 
the city and thousands were brutally outraged and 
massacred. Thus the light of the Gospel was pretty 
well extinguished in southern France. 

—G. H. C. 





Which Is Prior? Word or Church? 


The Knights of Columbus are advertising that 
“the Catholic Church was carrying on Christ’s work 
for the salvation of men some 60 years before the 
Apostle John wrote his books of the New Testament.” 
\t times one hears of Protestant scholars slipping 
into the same position by suggesting that Pentecost 
occurred a score of years before the Epistle to the 
Romans. 


On the other hand the Reformed Reformation 
came to articulate statement in the theses of Ilanz 
and of Berne which begin: “The Holy Catholic 
Church, of which Christ is the only head, was born 
of the Word of God, lives of the Word of God and 
hears not the voice of strangers.” The echo of the 
thought of our Lord given in the tenth of John is 
clear in this thesis. 


Of course, Pentecost preceded both the Epistle to 
the Romans and the Gospel of John. But Pentecost 
did not precede the Word of God. The Church of 
the living God in its Christian or New Testament 
form was never without a Bible. She began with 
the same Scriptures on which Jesus was reared, name- 
ly the Old Testament. 


On the day of Pentecost, the Word of God was 
present in its three forms. The Old Testament Word, 
that is the Word of God written, was present as Peter 
cited from Joel and from the Psalms to set forth the 
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meaning of Pentecost. The Word of God in the 
eternal sense, that is, the eternal Word Who became 
incarnate as Jesus Christ, was present as the One Who 
shed forth the Spirit and the phenomena which men 
saw and heard. Then the Word was present at Pente- 
cost in its third form, namely the Word of God 
preached. It existed in this form as the one hundred 
and twenty testified of the mighty deeds of God in 
raising Jesus from the dead and as Peter more fully 
expounded the meaning of the occasion. And God 
the Holy Spirit came so mightly from the Word In- 
carnate upon the Word preached citing the Word 
written three thousand souls were converted that day. 


In earlier times the Church was established in 
the house of Adam when God spoke to the fallen 
pair His Word of promise. It was re-established in 
the home of Abram when God’s Word of promise 
came to him calling him to leave the city of his 
fathers and become a pilgrim. Under the preaching 
of Paul, the Word of God created the Churches of 
Ephesus and or Corinth and the kerygma or the Gos- 
pel preaching of the Word has called and is calling 
Churches into being through the centuries and the 
nations. 


Yet we would not be understood as placing the 
Word against the Church. The same God gave both 
His Word and the fellowship it creates. Our prayer 
is for a faith resting on God’s Word which does not 
divide the fellowship; and a Church of the living 
God which, instead of compromising the faith, stands 
as the pillar and ground of the truth. 


—W. C. R. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


THE TESTING OF FAITH 


Background Scripture: Job 1, 19, 28, 38, 42 


Devotional Reading: James 1:2-12 


The problem, Why the Righteous Suffer, is a 
very old one. It has puzzled people in all ages. 
David could not understand why ungodly people ap- 
peared to prosper while good people had many 
trials and tribulations. All of us know that some of 
the best people in the world are and were great suf- 
ferers. Jesus never promised His followers that they 
would be free from hardships and trials but would 
have to suffer persecution also along with their other 
troubles. When God sent Ananias to Saul of Tarsus 
he told him that “I will show him how great things 
he must suffer for my name’s sake”. 


Before we come to this problem as discussed in 
the book of Job, let me dwell for a moment or two 
on another question, How do Christians bear their 
sufferings? I saw a very bitter letter written to Billy 
Graham in which the writer said that since his doctor 
had told him that he had a certain bad disease, he 
had given up his faith in God and had stopped pray- 
ing or pretending to be a Christian. He thought God 
could not be a God of love and allow him to suffer 
this way. Sometimes our suffering makes us bitter 
and we do what Job’s wife wanted him to do, curse 
God and die. I do not believe very many take this 
attitude. Some do a great deal of murmuring and 
complaining like the Israelites did while in the 
wilderness. Some say nothing, just keep silent, but 
perhaps are somewhat rebellious. Others submit and 
say, it is the Lord, let Him do what seems good to 
Him. There are those who agree that it was good for 
them to be afflicted, it has made them better. There 
are not many of us, I am afraid, who with James 
(see Devotional Reading) “count it all joy” when we 
fall into divers temptations. There are few indeed 
who, like Paul, can glory in tribulation. To suffer 
as a Christian, patiently and joyfully, takes a great 
deal of grace. 


I think it helps us to remember how many of God's 
people have stood the test of faith which comes when 
we are sick and in pain or pass through some trying 
ordeal. It helps us to think of Paul with his thorn 
in the flesh, and his trials and imprisonments and 
other hardships. As a young preacher I recall often 
a visit I made to a great sufferer and felt as I left her 
room, that she had helped me far more than I had 
helped her. 


The best way to cure any doubts we may be 
tempted to have as to the love and goodness of God 
is to think of our Suffering Saviour, a Man of Sor- 
rows, acquainted with grief. I am sure some of you 


have seen and read the story that D. L. Moody tells of 
his visit to an invalid in Dundee, Scotland. He asked 
this man, who had been confined to his bed for 
many years, if Satan ever tempted him to doubt 
God's love and he replied, “O yes, he often tempts 
me in this way”. What do you do? Mr. Moody asked, 
when he tries to make you doubt God’s love? I take 
him out to Calvary and show him my Saviour dying 
for me on the cross, and I say, doesn’t He love me? 
Doesn't He love me? and he flees every time. When 
our sickness and pain comes, let us remember Jesus 
Christ. 


The author of the book of Job is unknown. That 
he is an Israelite seems clear from “the description 
of creation, God’s employment of angels, Satan the 
adversary”, and other things. The date is also un- 
known. Some believe that it is one of the oldest 
books in the Bible, others, that it was written about 
the time of Solomon. That it was in existence at 
the time of Ezekiel is clear for he refers to Noah, 
Daniel and Job as examples of righteousness (Ez. 
14:14-20) . 


The purpose of the book is to set forth the problem 
of human suffering and to show that the idea that 
suffering is explainable only on the ground of great 
sins is false. It also shows clearly Satan’s relation to 
our suffering. He is our adversary and accuser and 
the only way to prove that his accusations against the 
godly are false, is to put them to the test. Job’s faith 
in God and loyalty to God were put to the test. | 
have a little pamphlet before me, written by A. W. 
Bailey entitled, “Why the Righteous Suffer’ from 
which I wish to quote: “In Job’s case it is worthy 
of note that God’s word of testimony to the right- 
eousness of Job had been directly challenged. I 
asked a godly lawyer, ‘Is there any way to clear a 
person of supposititious charge, such as Satan had laid 
against Job, except to put the person through the 
supposed circumstances?’ After a moment of thought, 
he replied; No; but I never thought of it before. 
Within the past few weeks the writer has visited three 
Christian men, all suffering from diseases that for- 
bid all ordinary activity. Yet each of these men was 
showing a spirit of loving resignation to God's will 
that even outshone that of Job. It is easy to imagine 
Satan bringing his accusation: Just let me take away 
their health and they will go bitter against you 
quickly enough, and then the trial that proves Satan 
a liar once more”. I believe the author of this 
pamphlet has put his finger on one purpose of the 
book. Are we bearing our sufferings so as to prove 
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Satan a liar? Certainly Job’s faith was tested and 
though he complained, he said, Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust Him” (Job 13:15) Through his 
experience he learned to know God. It is a great 
thing to be able to trust Him when all is dark around 
us. 


The book is easily divided and I am following the 
natural divisions as given in the New Analytical 
Edition of the Bible published by Dickson. 


I. The Prologue: Chapters 1 and 2 


his is written in prose and gives the facts which 
lead to the extended debate. There was in the land 
of UZ a man named Job. He was very rich and he 
was perfect and upright, a man who feared God and 
eschewed evil. When his sons and daughters feasted 
Job would rise up early in the morning and offer 
burnt offerings, for he feared they had sinned in 
some way. 


Then came a day when the sons of God presented 
themselves before the Lord and Satan came with them. 
When the Lord asked Satan where he came from, 
he replied, From going to and fro in the earth and 
from walking up and down in it. We are told by 
Peter (I Peter 5:8) that “your adversary the devil, 
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour’. He is still doing this and we are to 
beware of him. 


Then God asked Satan if he had considered his 
servant Job, that there was none like him in the 
earth. Then Satan said, Doth Job fear God for 
nought? You have set a hedge about him and blessed 
him. But put forth thy hand and touch all that he 
hath, and he will curse (renounce) thee to thy face. 
The Lord said to Satan, Behold, all that he hath is 
in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine 
hand. Job lost all his oxen and sheep and camels 
and his children. And Job said, The Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged 
God foolishly. He had stood the first test well. 


Again, we have the sons of God presenting them- 
selves before the Lord and Satan came also and the 
Lord asked him again about Job, still holding fast 
his integrity, in spite of his losses, and Satan said, 
All that a man hath will he give for his life, but 
put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. And the 
Lord said to Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but 
save his life. So Satan smote Job with sore boils from 
the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. His 
wife said, curse God and die. But he rebuked her as 
speaking foolishly and said, What? shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive 
evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips. Job’s 
three friends heard of all this evil that had come 
upon Job and they came and wept for seven days 
not speaking a word: for they saw that his grief was 
great. 


Il. The Debate: 
Speeches 


Chapters 3-31 Three Cycles of 


After these seven days of silence, Job opens the 
lengthy debate, written in poetry, by cursing the day 
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of his birth: After this opened Job his mouth, and 
cursed his day, and Job spake, and said, Let the day 
perish wherein I was born. He cannot understand 
why such affliction has come upon him. At times he 
expresses himself in rather bitter language and seems 
to accuse God of unfairness. He never utterly gives 
up his faith, even in the midst of his complaints, but 
feels sure that he will be finally vindicated and when 
tried will come forth as gold. 


Each one of his friends answers him in turn except 
in the last when Zophar fails to reply. They all take 
the position that suffering is on account of sin and 
that Job must have committed some great sin since 
all this has come upon him. Their position is stated 
by Eliphaz in his first reply to Job: “Remember, I 
pray thee, who ever perished, being innocent? or 
where were the righteous cut off? Even as I have seen, 
they that plow inquity, and sow wickedness, reap 
the same” (4:7,8) The disciples of Jesus evidently 
thought the same way: “Who did sin, this man, or 
his parents, that he was born blind?” they ask Jesus. 
Jesus answered, “Neither hath this man sinned, nor 
his parents; but that the works of God should be 
made manifest in him”. 


Job maintains his innocence and integrity all 
through the debate, and raises the question, How 
can God's dealings with me be in accord with the 
moral government of the world. How can God be 
fair and treat me thus? 


III. Speeches of Elihu: 32-37 


He gives his reasons for not speaking sooner and 
criticizes the three friends and also Job, but stresses 
the goodness and power of Jehovah. He says the af- 
fliction of the righteous is for their good and that 
if they heed His admonitions they will be blessed. 


IV. Speeches of Jehovah: 38-41 


He speaks out of the whirlwind and in a series of 
questions about the creation and material world. He 
makes His glory to pass before Job. Job is humbled, 
and unable to answer these quesitons, he says, Behold, 
Iam vile .. . I will lay mine hand upon my mouth 

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: 
but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 


V. The Epilogue: 42:7-12—written in prose 


Job is restored to prosperity and happiness and 
prays for his friends. Lesson of book: We should 
trust God in the dark as well as light: When we can 
understand and when we cannot understand. God 
sometimes tests our faith as He did Job and Abra- 
ham. 











“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Company (incorporated under the law of the 


State of North Carolina) $ 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 2, 1959 


SOIL AND SOUL 


Scripture: Matthew 13:3-8 and 18-23 
Suggested Hymns: 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“We Give Thee but Thine Own” 
“A Charge to Keep I Have” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Since our society has become so largely urbanized, 
we may have lost sight of the fact that the soil is our 
most valuable material possession. Most of the wealth 
we have comes either directly or indirectly from the 
earth. Our food and clothing bear a direct relation 
to the surface soil. Minerals come mostly from the 
depths of the earth. Water is stored in the soil, and 
the condition of the soil determines the adequacy of 
the water supply. 


It is safe to say that the condition of the soil in a 
given area is the measure of the prosperity of the 
people who live on it. In India and China great and 
ancient civilizations are facing starvation because of 
improper land use. Some of the advanced civiliza- 
tions of the Middle East have completely disappeared 
from the earth for the same reason. Most of this 
suffering and starvation has come about because 
men have failed to look on the land as a trust from 
God. “The earth is the Lord’s,” and men are respon- 
sible to the Lord for the use they make of the land. 


It is likely that we in America have used the land 
more wastefully than any other people in the history 
of the world. Our nation is relatively young, and 
already one fifth of the usable land has been damaged 
beyond redemption. Over two thirds of our land 
has been damaged to some extent so that its pro- 
ductivity is impaired. Less than one third of the 
usable land is undamaged by erosion or overcropping, 
and much of it is still undeveloped. Surely such 
wastefulness is a sin against the God who has created 
and who is the true owner of the land. 


First Speaker: 


What do we mean when we speak of misuse of the 
land? In this connection we have reference to the 
surface soil or topsoil. Soil is composed basically of 
minute particles of stone. These particles contain 
minerals that are necessary for plant growth, but 
topsoil also contains decayed organic matter which 
supplies essential plant nutrients. It has been esti- 
mated that it takes approximately a thousand years 


Departments 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


for an inch of this precious topsoil to be formed. 
Through improper use, it can be carried away in a 
matter of a few minutes. 


One of the greatest dangers to topsoil is water 
erosion. As long as the surface of the land is covered 
by grass and trees the roots of these plants keep the 
soil in place when heavy rains come. When the 
plant life is cleared away, however, and the soil is 
loosened by plowing, heavy rainfall will wash some 
of it away, if there is any slope to the surface of the 
land. Continued cultivation of sloping land is an 
invitation to water erosion. All of the topsoil has 
been washed from millions of acres of once valuable 
land. 


Another danger to our topsoil is wind erosion. 
This occurs mainly in the central plain states where 
there are vast areas of level land which were once 
covered by a thick carpet of grass. When the grass 
was plowed up, the soil was left exposed. Prairie 
winds swept over the unprotected soil, gathering it 
up in great clouds of dust. In this way millions of 
acres of valuable crop land was carried away by the 
wind in a few hours. 


Erosion not only results in depleted crop lands, it 
also has other detrimental effects. In the case of 
wind erosion, buildings and lands in the wake of 
the dust clouds are buried under tons of dust and 
sand. In the case of water erosion, stream beds are 
clogged by silt and lake beds are filled up. The 
sloping land, being deprived of its porous topsoil, 
will not hold moisture and. the runoff is greatly 
increased. This situation leads to destructive floods 
in the mud-filled streams below. Since rain does not 
soak into the denuded uplands, the water table 
drops, streams dry up, and serious droughts result. 
Improper land use is not merely a matter of wasted 
land. It results in serious loss of wealth, health, and 
life. Surely this is a situation which concerns God. 


Second Speaker: 


Soil conservation not only saves soil, it saves lives 
and promotes the health and prosperity of the people 
who live on the land. What are the ways of conserv- 
ing the land? First, there must be the right attitude 
on the part of the people . . . a conviction that we 
are responsible to God for the use that we make of 
His land. There must then be a classification of 
land types. Some land can be cultivated without 
restrictions, and other land should never be touched 
by a plow. In between these extremes are types of 
land which require varying measures of conserva- 
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tion practices for safe and profitable use. We must 
understand the nature of the land and the treat- 
ment it requires. 


These are some of the measures which can be 
taken to conserve the precious topsoil: (1) Rotating 
crops on land subject to wind and water erosion, so 
that the land is covered with a grasslike crop at least 
part of the time. (2) Planting hedges or trees for 
wind-breaks where wind erosion is a problem. (3) 
Contour cultivation . . . plowing around slopes ac- 
cording to the contour. This makes the rows level 
rather than down-hill. (4) Strip-cropping . . . alter- 
nating strips of grass-like crops, which prevent run- 
off, with row-crops, which require the land to be 
plowed. (5) Building terraces according to the con- 
tour of the land. (6) Planting cover crops . . . land- 
holding, grasslike crops . . . to cover the land during 
the winter season. (7) Planting trees on steep or 
eroded lands. (8) Building small dams to prevent 
flooding and to slow down run-off of water. 


Third Speaker: 


As we think of saving the soil, we are reminded 
that our Lord taught that the souls of men are many 
times more valuable than the soil and its products. 
(Read Luke 12:16-21.) Just as there are measures 
which must be taken in order to conserve the soil, 
there are measures to be taken for the saving of souls. 
(1) We must believe that men need to be saved. 
(Read John 3:3) (2) We must believe that Christ 
is the only Saviour of sinners. (Read Acts 4:12) (3) 
We must tell the lost world about Christ and urge 
people to receive His salvation. (Read Matt. 28:19-20 
and Acts 8:1) (4) We must be more faithful in 
our support of the church as it works in the world 
to make Christ known. 


Sing one stanza of “We've a Story to Tell to the 
Nations” 


(Much of the information on soil conservation 
used in this program came from bulletins and pamph- 
lets supplied by the U. S. Soil Conservation Service. 
Those who desire information in addition to that 
supplied here may contact the U. S. S. C. S. office in 
their locality.) 
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The Self-Disclosure of Jesus $4.00 


by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians con- 
sider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. The 
que tion in the modern debate concerning whether 
Jes s claimed and believed himself to be the Mes- 
siah, is here in the mind of Christ Himself. 


The Humiliation of Christ 
by A. B. Bruce 


A Classic in Christology 
Spvoken of as having “won for himself the fore- 
most place among Christian apologists” in the nine- 
teenth century, A. B. Bruce crowned his New 
Testament studies with this brilliantly impressive 
study of a subject which he especially was equipped 
to write. 


$3.50 


The Secret of Pulpit Power 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 


Here is a fresh, new book both the substance 
and techniques of successful thematic Christian 
preaching. 


$3.00 


God and the Cosmos 
by Theodore Graebner 


A Critical Examination of Atheism, Materialism 
and Evolutionism. 

“The most up to date, thorough, comprehensive, 
systematic book on Apologetics that we have had 
the pleasure of reading.” 


$3.50 
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The Basis of Millennial Faith 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis of 
Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to your think- 
ing on the subject. 


$2.00 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom lectures 
on the teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
edited and rewritten by the Reverend Johannes G. 
Vos, son of the author. It is especially valuable 
for its Scriptural illumination of such recent sub- 
jects as Christology and Eschatology. 
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Postpaid to One Address $5.00 
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The General Fund And 

Interchurch Agencies 

Statement of Receipts 
January 16 - June 30, 1959 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 
Budget for 1959 $1,335,418.00 
Receipts to date 279,222.54 
Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 20% 
RES $ 1,056,195.46 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 





Budget for 1959 $ 23,595.00 
Receipts to date 5,932.03 
Percentage of annual 
budget received to date 25% 
Se ee $ 17,662.97 
GEORGIA 


Atlanta —(PN) Dr. Thomas A. 
Fry, Jr., host pastor for the 1959 
General Assembly, has accepted a 
call to become pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Tex. 


He will leave the pastorate of the 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church of 
Atlanta to assume his new duties 
on September 1. 


Dr. Fry came to the Druid Hills 
church from the First Presbyterian 
Church in Bristol, Tenn., in 1956. 
Dr. Fry has been a member of the 
General Council since 1954. 


A native of Ohio, Dr. Fry is the 
son of Mrs. Thomas Albert Fry of 
Decatur, Ga. He studied at Georgia 
Tech, and graduated from Davidson 
College. He also received degrees 
from Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Va., and King College 
awarded him the honorary Doctor 
of Divinity degree. 


His wife is the former Louise Sul- 
livan of Decatur, Ga. They have 
two children, Thomas Albert III, and 
Charles Fry. 


Dr. Fry succeeds Dr. John Ander- 
son, Jr., as pastor of the Dallas 
church. Dr. Anderson is now pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Orlando, Fla. 


The First church in Dallas, with 
a number of communicants some- 
what over 3,000, is the second Dallas 
church to call a pastor from the 
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church. Dr. 
Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., pastor of the 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church 
in Dallas is also a former minister of 
the Atlanta church. Dr. Elliott left 
the pastorate of Druid Hills in 1942 
to go to the Highland Park church. 


ais, 


Decatur —(PN)— A ten-year-old 
church which is famous for its “do- 
it-yourself” spirit used the month of 
June to celebrate a decade of ac- 
complishment under the blessing of 
God. 


Rehoboth Presbyterian Church, 
which today has 229 members, is a 
prime example of what a congrega- 
tion can do for itself in developing 
a strong program and a fine church 
plant with little money and a lot 
of work. Almost everything in and 
about the lovely church bears the 
mark of skillful and dedicated work 
by the people who both built and 
worship in the church. The result 


of this unusual modern-day self- 
sufficiency has _ been _ surprising 
growth in membership, in evan- 


gelistic effectiveness, in stewardship, 
and in unity as a congregation. 


When Rehoboth celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with special services dur- 
ing each Sunday in June, it could 
thank God for some solid and sur- 
prising accomplishments: 


Growth from a charter member- 
ship in 1949 of 56 (of whom 24 
were children members), to June’s 
229 total. This is despite the fact 
that Rehoboth Church is located well 


outside Metropolitan Atlanta’s 
spreading subdivisions, in a pre- 
dominatly rural and_ small-com- 


munity area. 


Growth through many confessions 
of faith, which clearly reflect evan- 
gelistic effectiveness. Of the 229 
members, 119, or 52%, are new 
Christians, received on confession of 
faith during the decade. 


Growth in stewardship at more 
than twice the rate of the growth 
of membership climbed 300%. 
But giving by the membership has 
increased more than 600% during 
the same time. 


Growth in the church’s facilities 
and property until in June the con- 
gregation estimated its physical hold- 
ings at nearly $200,000, obtained 
through the labors of the congrega- 
tion for less than half that figure. 





Atlanta —(PN)— The Rev. Wm. 
Ira Howell, Jr., who came to At- 
lanta in 1953 as assistant minister 
of the First Presbyterian Church, 
was recently installed as associate 
minister there. 


“Mr. Howell’s elevation to the 
post of associate pastor is long over- 
due because of his fine work, espec- 
ially in the field of visiting the sick 
and shut-in’, said Dr. Fifield, pas- 
tor of the First church. “He is a 


om esi 


man of excellent Christian character 


and one of the best men I’ve had 
the privilege of working with”. 








LOUISIANA 


The Presbytery of Red River met 
in the Alabama Presbyterian Church, 
Choudrant, Louisiana June 8, 1959. 
This was an Adjourned Meeting of 
Presbytery. 


Rev. John D. Fretwell was received 
from the Presbytery of New Orleans. 
An Installation Commission was set 
to establish the Pastoral Relation- 
ship on June 21 at the Lake Provi- 
dence Presbyterian Church, Lake 
Providence, La. 


The following candidates were re- 
ceived and examined for Licensure; 
and licensed at this meeting to preach 
the Gospel. Mr. Earl S. Mulley, II, 
from New Orleans Presbytery; Mr. 
David Sebesta from John Knox Pres- 
bytery; Mr. Richard K. Swayze from 
Central Mississippi Presbytery; Mr. 
Archie B. Faries from Wilmington 
Presbytery. Also licensed for work 
was one of Red River Presbytery’s 
own candidates Mr. John Bradshaw. 


Commissions of Presbytery were 
requested by sessions of the respec- 
tive Churches where these men will 
serve to Ordain and install them as 
pastors. 


Mr. Ear! S. Mulley, to become pas- 
tor of Benton and Rocky Mount 
Churches on June 28. His address: 
Box 1225, Benton, Louisiana. 


Mr. David Sebesta, to become pas- 
tor of Plain Dealing First and Cot- 
tage Grove Memorial Churches. His 
address: Box 221, Plain Dealing, 
Louisiana. 


Mr. Richard K. Swayze, to become 
pastor of John Calvin Presbyterian 
Church in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
July 19, 1959. His address: 9074 
Marra Drive, Shreveport, Louisiana. 


Mr. Archie B. Faries, to become 
pastor of Rayville Presbyterian 
Church, Rayville, Louisiana, June 21, 
1959. His address: 807 Julia Street, 
Rayville, Louisiana. 


Mr. John Bradshaw, to become 
pastor of St. Joseph and Waterproof 
Churches, June 21, 1959. His ad- 
dress: St. Joseph, Louisiana. 


Also at this meeting of Presbytery 
a Commission was appointed to pro- 
ceed with the organization of a new 
Church in the College area of Mon- 
roe upon a petition presented to the 
Presbytery by a group from the pro- 
posed new Church. This Commission 
is to proceed with this organization 
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as follows on June 28, 1959. Rev. 
Earl B. Wiggins, Chairman, Rev. 
Wayne W. Gray; Rev. Robert New- 
comb; Rev. Robert R. Shepperson; 
Dr. D. L. O’Neal; Mr. John Humble; 
Mr. A. P. Kimming; Mr. L. T. 
O’Neal; Mr. Frank Spivey; Mr. John 
Williams.. 


The sermon on the occasion is to 
be preached by Dr. W. H. McFadden 
and Rev. Robert R. Shepperson is 
to officiate at the Installation of 
Officers. 


Attention of Presbytery was called 
to the fact that a new manse is un- 
der construction in the Lake Provi- 
dence Presbyterian Church. Appre- 
ciation for the help of Presbytery 


was expressed by Elder George 
Shepherd. 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Charlotte —(PN)— The Paw 


Creek Presbyterian Church here re- 
cently celebrated its sesquicenten- 
nial anniversary. 


During the morning worship the 
Rev. John H. Sadler, pastor of Faith 
Presbyterian Church in Huntsville, 
Ala., said, “It is good for us to re- 
member”’...the Book of Deute- 
ronomy tells us: “Beware lest thou 
forget the Lord”’. 


“By looking at the background we 
can better appreciate where we are 
and what is our goal”, he said. The 
world is involved in a strange strug- 
gle for men’s minds, he noted, “and 
if we are to overcome communism, 
then we must sell Christianity 
abroad.” 


During the afternoon a historical 
service was part of the 150th birth- 
day celebration. Greetings were ex- 
tended by the Rev. Robert W. Ray- 
burn of Cooks Memorial Church; the 
Rev. Stewart Yandle, moderator of 
Mecklenburg Presbytery; and Dr. J. 
Cecil Lawrence, executive secretary 
of the presbytery. About 650 at- 
tended the events of the day. 


Recollections of earlier church life 
were given by Dr. Walter M. Walsh, 
the Rev. Walter L. Baker, and Mr. 
Sadler. 


The pastor, the Rev. J. Edward 
Craig delivered the evening sermon, 
noting how the Church had with- 
stood the ages, wrought great 
changes for good in society, and 
changed the climate of the world. 





Kings Mountain — During the 
first six months (January - June) 
our church has made considerable 
progress. Forty new members have 
been received of which approximate- 
ly half were received by Profession 
of Faith. 


The manse has been painted inside 
and out and carpet installed in four 
rooms. The church has been re- 


paired, new lights installed for choir 
and the church completely air con- 
ditioned. Dr. Paul K. Ausley is our 
new minister. 


B 7 00K = 


BILLY SUNDAY. William T. Ellis. 





50c. 


Dr. Ellis presents in this volume 
Billy Sunday, the Man and His Mes- 
sage, with revisions and condensa- 
tion for present day readers. The 
story is that of a man who wanted 
to be a giant for God. Although 
Billy Sunday died in 1935, his spirit 
and his message still live on to in- 
spire Christians. 


Moody Press. 





WHEN A _ CHRISTIAN SINS. 
John R. Rice. Moody Press. 35c. 


Dr. Rice says many a young Chris- 
tian in the joy of this first love for 
Christ is shocked at the idea that he 
could ever sin. But alas, Christians 
do sin. But despite the weakness of 
the flesh the author shows how 
Christians may live in daily victory 
and daily fellowship with God. This 
little book helps the Christian to 
face the sin question and shows what 
the Bible teaches on the subject 
of when a Christian sins. 





CATECHISM FOR NEW CHRIS- 
TIANS. Charles Farah. Moody 
Press. 40c. 


This is a concise, intelligently writ- 
ten work that will be of value to 
new converts. Throughout, the 
catechism is lucid, instructive and 
true to the Bible. The method of 
imparting truth by questions and 
answers has been proven valuable 
for centuries. This work has been 
condensed to entail only the most 
basic questions of the Christian faith 
It is certainly a work that will clari- 
fy vital doctrines necessary to estab- 
lish the new convert in Christianity. 





TEXTS AND THEMES FOR THE 
CHRISTIAN YEAR. Paul E. Hold- 
craft. Abingdon Press. 90c. 


The author collates a considerable 
number of Biblical texts and themes 
for use during the Christian Year 
and other special occasions in this 
volume. This work is to inspire busy 
pastors in the most important phase 
of their ministry, the preaching of 
the Gospel. 





DIMENSIONS OF CHARACTER. 
Ernest M. Ligon. Macmillan Co. 
$6.50. 


Dr. Ligon’s story represents a 
period of 20 years research on the 
part of more than a hundred people 
who have worked with him on the 
Union College Character Research 
Project staff. More than a million 
dollars have been spent in this effort. 
The record of this adventure is given 
to inspire parents and youth in our 
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homes, teachers, youth leaders, min- 
isters, students in seminaries and 
teachers’ colleges who believe that 
the tools of science which are now 
available are indispensible for find- 
ing solutions to their most critical 
problems. The author believes that 
the mystery in use of such skills can 
vastly increase our effectiveness in 
dealing with character development. 


One thing becomes very clear to 
the author during the decade of in- 
dividual character studies. He 
learned that character education to 
be effective must be individual in 
its nature. Group procedures which 
do not deal with each individual as 
individual are probably doomed to 
failure before thev begin. The same 
is true of any sort of learning. To 
teach children verbalized formulae 
even if they consist of theological 
concepts will be meaningless unless 
they are individualized for each per- 
son learning them. 

_Character education is the most 
difficult of all kinds of education. 
Therefore the author is justified in 
saying that it must be approached 
with the greatest skill and planning. 
The common belief that “character 
is caught and not taught’, Dr. Ligon 
says should be regarded as among 
the most baseless of our folklore. 
He remarks, “If this contention is 
true it has far-reaching significance 
for our whole American program of 
character education. In recent years 
there has been a strong trend away 
from direct character education. 
Manv believe that character growth 
comes best as a secondary result 
from other types of education. None 
of our research has seemed to justi- 
fy this assumption.” 


The author has tried to avoid the- 
ological implications but he has not 
always succeeded in doing so. Some 
of his Biblical interpretations we 
can follow, others we must question 
or reject. The value of this book, 
however, is in the field of Christian 
Education and Pastoral Counselling. 
It contains a wealth of information 
for directors of Christian Education 
and others who are working in the 
field of character development among 
young people. The author has suc- 
ceeded in showing that the scientific 
method can be used to improve char- 
acter education. 

—John R. Richardson 





THE GOSPEL ON CAMPUS. 
Charles S. McCoy and Neely D. Mc- 
Carter. John Knox Press. $1.50. 


The authors show that the task 
of the church is more than of aca- 
demic interest. They maintain that 
the church and the gospel have a 
place on the campus. They attempt to 
bring the tools of theological insight 
to bear upon the spiritual successes, 
partial failures and overwhelmingly 
frustrating experiences of working 
self-critically in the church and with- 
in the university community. They 
also attempt to deal with the prob- 
lem of decision in the complex mass 
society of the modern world. The 
church and the university, say the 
authors, have deep misunderstand- 





ings of one another in spite of cur- 
rent attempts at friendliness on both 
sides. This book has therefore been 
written to help faculty, students and 
campus pastors. 





THOUGHTS AFIELD — SPRING, 
SUMMER, FALL AND WINTER. 
Harold E. Kohn. Eerdman’s. $3.75. 


The author does not undertake in 
these brief essays to treat any sub- 
ject exhaustively. They are what 
their collective titles suggest them 
to be — thoughts afield: such medi- 
tations upon life’s major and minor 
meanings as have been excited by a 
killdeer’s wild, plaintive cry in 
springtime, the sight of spotted 
fawns bounding through a fern- 
carveted forest glade at twilight on 
a summer’s day, the distant piping 
voices of migrating warblers on a 
frosty autumn night, or the vast 
silence of a cedar thicket on a 
wintry day when soft snowflakes 
swirl and spiral soundlessly to earth, 
tenderly spreading an extra blanket 
over the sleeping Northland. These 
reflections will prove a source of 
jo~ and inspiration to the reader. 
Each essay is well-written and the 
volume is illustrated with 63 draw- 
ings by the author. 





TELL US, PLEASE. Charles J. 
Woodbridge. Fleming H. Revell. 
$2.00. 


The forty chapters in this book 
provide answers to certain basic 
questions concerning the Christian 
life and doctrine. Dr. Woodbridge 
believes that people really want an- 
swers to the burning questions of 
the soul. He further believes that 
there are answers to these questions 
and this volume is written in response 
to a genuine spiritual need in an- 
swering vital and perplexing queries. 


The questions raised here are real- 
ly the questions people are asking. 
The author considers such questions 
as “Is the Bible reliable?”, “Where 
did I come from?”, “Why here?”, 


“Where am I going?”, “What is 
God?”, ‘Shall I believe in evolu- 
tion?”, “Can I know that I am 
saved?”, Are the heathen lost?”, 


“What about predestination?”’, “Shall 
I join the church?”, “What is a 
Protestant?”, “What about protest- 
ant denominations?”, “How can we 
choose a life partner?”, and other 
such questions that the pastor en- 
counters each week of his ministry. 


The merit of this volume is that 
the author answers all questions in 
the light of the Bible. To him the 
Bible is the ultimate authority. His 
style is simple and clear. This vol- 
ume would make excellent material 
for college age groups or young 
people’s vespers services. This vol- 
ume is a delight to read from begin- 
ning to end. We recommend it high- 
ly as a gift to young people who are 
seeking truth and want the Chris- 
tian answers to vital questions. 


—John R. Richardson 


THE LETTER TO THE ROMANS. 
William Barclay. Westminster Press. 
$2.50. 


Concerning the letter to the Ro- 
mans which has been called the great- 
est book in the New Testament, Dr. 
Barclay says, “Certain it is that no 
book has had a greater influence on 
the theology of the Protestant 
Church and no book contains more 
of the quintessence of the mind of 
Paul. It is not an easy book to un- 
derstand for Paul is leading men in 
it into the deep things of the Chris- 
tian faith and he is often writing 
at such white-heat that the threads 
of his words are difficult to disen- 
tangle, but difficult as it may be 
to study and understand, the re- 
wards of studying it are very 
precious.”’ 


Dr. Barclay has given us a new 
translation of the Epistle to the Ro- 
mans. In order to make the meaning 
clear at times he has resorted to 
paraphrase rather than translation. 


Dr. Barclay has succeeded in let- 
ting Paul’s great mind shine through 
these pages for the reader of today 
who seeks to reach the heart of the 
gospel according to Paul. This does 
not mean, however, that all that Dr. 
Barclay has to say can be accepted 
by the conservative student. In his 
comments on the 5th chapter of Ro- 
mans there are certain ideas ex- 
pressed that are not in harmony with 
the historical concept of the atone- 
ment. The author overlooks the fact 
that the death of Christ did pro- 
duce a change in God, in that the 
death of Christ satisfied the justice 
of God. 


THE LETTER TO THE HE- 
BREWS is one of the most helpful 
in this Daily Study of Bible series. 
Dr. Barclay believes that Hebrews 
was first written by a scholar for 
a little group of scholars and is there- 
fore more difficult to understand 
than some other books of the Bible. 
Despite the difficulty in interpreting 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, the au- 
thor observes, “But I believe there 
is no book in the New Testament 
which is more worth the effort to 
understand. I believe that no New 
Testament book gives us such a 
glorious picture of Jesus Christ in 
all the splendor of His manhood and 
in all the majesty of His deity.” Dr. 
Barclay challenges the reader to per- 
severe in the study of this book un- 
til he has unlocked its priceless 
treaures. He believes that the read- 
ing of this book will bring to many 
that access to the presence of God 
in which the nameless writer of the 
letter to the Hebrews saw to be the 
very essence of Christianity. 


Many candidates for the author- 
ship of Hebrews have been put for- 
ward. We can only guess who the 
author was. After an evaluation of 
all the conjectures concerning the 
authorship, Dr. Barclay concludes, 
“We can only say with Origen 1700 
years ago that only God knows who 
wrote the letter to the Hebrews. To 
us this man must remain forever a 


voice and nothing more but we can 
be thankful to God for the work of 
this great nameless one who wrote 
with incomparable skill and beauty 
about this Jesus who to him — and 
to us — is the way to reality and 
the way to God.” 


The student will find this volume 
to be helpful from beginning to the 
end. It is a volume that is well worth 
daily study and thoughtful medita- 


tion. 
—John R. Richardson 





THE EPISTLE TO THE GA. 
LATIANS. Floyd E. Hamilton. Ba- 
ker Book House. $1.25. 


Dr. Hamilton gives us in this vol- 
ume a study manual for the Epistle 
to the Galatians. His outline is 
elaborate and detailed. It has been 
made to assist the teacher in the 
classroom and the minister in the 
pulpit. He shows that when the 
central purpose of Paul is known in 
this epistle it has real devotional 
value. 


The author points out that the 
theme of the Epistle to the Galatians 
is similar to the theme of Romans— 
justification by faith alone apart 
from the works of the law. He shows 
in this epistle how St. Paul defends 
his apostolic authority and expounds 
and defends the gospel of justifica- 
tion by faith alone. Much scholarly 
thought has gone into the produc- 
tion of this manual. It will be of 
tremendous value to ministers and 
other Bible teachers. 

—John R. Richardson 





SERMON SUGGESTIONS OR 
PULPIT POINTS. Marion H. Con- 
way. Baker Book House. $1.75. 


This is another volume in the pop- 
ular Ministers’ Handbook series. The 
author has selected from over 500 
sermons certain outlines which he 
calls Pulpit Points. These pointers 
cover the text along with the germ 
of the text itself. These outlines 
form a steady framework around 
which to build the complete message 
in all its spiritual force and power. 
There are 270 pointers in this vol- 
ume. 





TEN FAMOUS CHRISTIAN ATH- 
LETES. Mel Larson. Zondervan. 
$1.50. 


Mel Larson has written this book 
to show that it is possible to be an 
outstanding athlete and a Christian 
at the same time. From the world 
of athletics he has chosen ten young 
men for this book. These sports 
stars have been an_ inspiration 
to hero-worshipping youngsters the 
world over. These ten stand out 
head-line makers had a great Chris- 
tian faith. They had an ideal and 
were true to it. A sports editor who 
wrote an introduction to this book 
has well said, “At a time when so 
many American youngsters are fol- 
lowing idols with feet of clay, this 
book should have a place in every 
boy’s library. 
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“QUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mogr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S&S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Corbin, Ky. 

W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 

Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgr.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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A donation to the permanent funds of the Board of World Missions can establish 
an appropriate and lasting Memorial to one who has dedicated his or her life to Christ. 





Many Memorials on our books have been created in honor of a person who has 
passed away, many in honor of one living. 


Al emorials are often started with a small amount and added to from time to 
time, either by the original donor or by others, thus growing over the years into a 
sizable fund. 


An investment income from Memorial funds goes into the work of Foreign Missions, 
perpetually helping the cause in which the one thus honored was deeply concerned. 


It you are interested in establishing a Memorial to someone you love, please write 
us for further information. Address 





CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BoOaRD OF WeRLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Foreign Missions a Snare” 
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